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REMARKS/ ARGtJMENTS 

The Office Action has been carefully considered. The issues raided are traversed and 
addressed below with reference to the relevant headings and paragraph numbers appearing 
under the Detailed Action of the Office Actim. 

"Claim R^ections - 35 VSC § 102 " 

Claim 1 of the present application has been amended to more clearly recite that the capping 
member is mounted directly on the support member. A basis for this amendment can be 
found on page 6 of the specification, and by example in Figures 10 to 12, i^erein the re- 
capping mechanisnx or capping member 80 includes a sponge portion 81 and an elastomer 
strip 79, and the capping member is directly mounted on the arm or support member 78. 

Thus» the Applicant respectfully submits that the new claim 1 is not anticipated by Hirano 
(JP021 88259)- In particular, the new claim 1 describes a capping member that is mounted . 
directly on a support member , such that when the support member is in the operative 
position, the capping member engages the printhead to cap the printhead. In contrast to 
claim 1, Hirano describes a capping member attached to the recording head (as shown in 
Figure 3B), and not to the support plate. 

Furthermore, Hirano describes that in a recording position^ the cap member is boosted up, by 
an engaging piece at the tip of a boosting member (page 6, lines 25 to 26). Hence, claim 1 of 
the present invention is further distinguished from Hirano, as Hirano has the capping 
member attached to the recording head, and has the additional requirement of a boosting 
member* 

Thus, It is respectfully submitted that claim 1 of the present application is not anticipated by 
the cited prior art, as the prior art does not describe the features of claim 1. Sinularly, claims 
2 to 7 are not anticipated by Hjrano. 

Additionally, the Applicant further submits that claims 6 and 7 are not obvious with respect 
to Hirano in view of Matsui (JP 0604160), and are thus patentable over the cited prior art 
Matsui does not describe or suggest a capping member that is directly mounted on a support 
member, such that when the support member is in the operative position^ the capping 
member engages the printhead to cap the printhead. 

New claims 8 and 9 have also been added to the application^ to describe the use of an 
elastomer strip, and an elastomer spring, respectively. A basis for these amendments can be 
found on page 6 of the specification. 

In light of the above, it is respectfully submitted that the claim rejections have been 
successfully traversed and addressed. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that the 
claims, and the application as a whole with these claims, are allowable, and favourable 
reconsideration is therefore earnestly solicited. 
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It is respectfully submitted that all of the Examiner's objections have been successfully 
traversed. Accoidingly, it is submitted that the application is now in condition for allowance. 
Reconsideration and allowance of the application are courteously solicited. 

Veryrespectfblly, 



Applicant: 



C/o: 

Email: 

Telephone: 

Pacsamile: 



KIA SILVERBROOK 

Silverbinok Research JAd 

393 Darling Street 

Balxnain NSW 2041, Australia 

kia.silverbrook@silvetbroolcxeseardi.com 

+612 9818 6633 

4^12 9555 7762 



PAGE 7/7 ' KVD AT 9/220004 S: 18:54 PM (Eastern DayGght Time] ' SVK 



This Page is Inserted by UFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of tlie Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

< •' 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRVY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ R£FERENCE(S) OR EiKHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



